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India  Kashyapa (1st Indian Patriarch, 500s BCE?)  
dhyana           ↓ 
↓   ↓ 
↓  Bodhidharma (28th Indian Patriarch/1st Chinese Patriarch, 500s CE?) 
↓   ↓ 
↓             ↓ 
↓   ↓  
Vietnam ←←←← China →→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→ → →    
thien                 chan Shenxiu 神秀 (605-706)            ↓       
c. 500s-800s   ↓ -- “Northern,” gradual enlightenment            ↓ 

↓ Huineng 慧能 (6th Chinese Patriarch, 638-713)      ↓ 
↓ -- “Southern,” sudden enlightenment           ↓ 
↓                ↓ 
↓                ↓ 

                                Korea →→→ →→ Japan ←←←←←←←←←←←←← 
                                  son          zen 
                           c. 600s-800s  c. 1100s-1200s 

   
  Eisai 熒西 (1141-1215) 
  -- Rinzai 臨濟 (Chinese Linji), elite, koan 公案 
  Dogen 道元 (1200-1253) 
  -- Soto 曹狪 (Chinese Caodong), popular, zazen 坐禪 

 
 
mofa (C), mappo (J) 末法: “degeneration of dharma” 
 
zili (C), jiriki (J) 自力: “self-power” 
tali (C), tariki (J) 他力: “other-power” 
 
“Although people from the south and people from the north differ, there is no north and south in 
Buddha nature.  Although my barbarian’s body and your body are not the same, what difference 
is there in our Buddha nature?”    -- Huineng 慧能, 638-713 CE 
 
“If you meet the Buddha on the road, kill him! 
If you meet the patriarchs or the arhats on your way, kill them too.... 
Bodhidharma was an old bearded barbarian.... 
Nirvana and Bodhi are dead stumps to tie your donkey to. 
The sacred teachings are only lists of ghosts,  
sheets of paper fit for wiping the pus from your boils.”    -- Linji 臨濟, 800s CE 



      
 
          Bodhidharma         Linji 臨濟 
 
 

   
   

Eisai 熒西      Dogen 道元 


